
 

 

 

March 7, 2019 

 

Regional Freedom of Information Officer 

U.S. EPA, Region 3 

1650 Arch Street (3CG00) 

Philadelphia, PA 19103 

(215) 814-2050 

 

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request 

 

Dear Regional Freedom of Information Officer, 

 

Under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. § 552, we are requesting the following information 

concerning the Mountain Valley Pipeline’s September 2018 incidents of pellets falling on Neal Laferriere’s 

property, Blackberry Botanicals, as a result of construction operations: 

 

Any and all materials in your possession related to these incidents and FERC’s enforcement actions 

with Mountain Valley Pipeline LLC. This includes, but is not limited to, any documents, writings, 

materials, correspondence, emails, files, photos, maps, and reports, generated, received, and/or 

issued. 

 

All information or communications, internal and public, between FERC and the EPA, Mountain 

Valley Pipeline LLC, or the landowner regarding the pellet incident itself, their impacts, clean up, 

and any responsive efforts to address and/or remedy the incidents’ impacts with the landowner.  

 

Any information or communications, internal and public, regarding the applicable laws and/or 

regulations violated by Mountain Valley Pipeline LLC in relation to the incident. 

 

Any information or communications, internal and public, regarding complaints or reports of 

violations from the landowner, other landowners along the Mountain Valley Pipeline route, or other 

regulatory agencies in relation to the incidents. 

 

Any information or communications, internal and public, regarding enforcement actions taken by 

FERC or the EPA against the Mountain Valley Pipeline LLC in relation to the incidents; including 

but not limited to civil penalties, stop work orders, or requiring the company to come into 

compliance with the law before continuing construction activities. 

 

Any information or communications, internal and public, regarding actions taken by the EPA or 

FERC, or other agencies to ensure that such incidents will not occur again either through the creation 
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of policies or enforcement actions, including but not limited to the threat of civil penalties, stop work 

orders, or postponement of construction until the company comes into compliance with the law. 

 

 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network (DRN) also requests a waiver of any fees associated with a response to this 

request. As the records requested are likely to “contribute significantly to public understanding of the 

operations or activities of the government” and will not serve any commercial interest for us as the 

requester. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii).  The Delaware Riverkeeper Network is an environmental 

organization working to protect the Delaware River, its tributaries, and habitats with over 19,000 members 

throughout the Delaware River Watershed, affected by numerous projects reviewed and approved by the 

FERC.  

   

The disclosure of these requested records is likely to contribute to the public understanding of government 

operations. The subject matter of the requested records specifically contributes to public understanding of 

the FERC operations as it will allow the public to see FERC’s response and process after an incident of 

destruction of private property occurs due to a project FERC is overseeing. The destruction of private 

property during construction of a natural gas pipeline or infrastructure project has long been an issue on the 

radar of DRN and the public, therefore, there is no doubt that access to records which can highlight the 

decision process behind FERC concerning this activity would lead to greater understanding for the public. 

 

The requested records would contribute “significantly” to the public understanding of government 

operations and activities regarding the FERC. As these records are meaningfully informative, providing 

insight to the FERC’s process in ensuring companies are held accountable for any destruction caused. 

Currently, neither the Delaware Riverkeeper Network nor the public has access to the information contained 

in the requested documents, and such information is significant to understanding and evaluating the FERC’s 

decisions and thought processes in enacting policy that ensures to protect the public. This information will 

inform the Delaware Riverkeeper Network’s public advocacy on FERC’s oversight of pipeline projects and 

the associated environmental impacts, including outreach to its 19,000+ members, the press, and the public. 

Further, our members; who recreate, live, and work in the Delaware River Watershed, will receive an 

increased understanding, and the public will also receive increased understanding through the Delaware 

Riverkeeper Network’s website and other public outreach. 

 

Finally, the Delaware Riverkeeper Network has no commercial interest in the disclosure of this information. 

Although its status as a nonprofit organization is not enough on its own to weigh against commercial 

interest, the nature of the Delaware Riverkeeper Network is such that the information requested would 

further the organization’s programmatic interests. The Delaware Riverkeeper Network has no commercial 

stake in any records that it has requested. Furthermore, the strong public interest outlined above in obtaining 

this information would outweigh any conceivable commercial interest this information could have for the 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network. 

 

In the event our fee waiver request is denied, we request that before the documents are produced that the 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network be contacted with an estimate of the cost of producing the records.  

 

If you deny all or any part of this request, please provide a listing of the information in the file and cite each 

specific exemption you think justifies your refusal to release the information, and notify me of appeal 

procedures available under the law. 

 

If you need to follow-up with DRN for the request please reach out to Erin Cosgrove at 

erin@delawareriverkeeper.org or 215-369-1188 ext. 107. 

mailto:erin@delawareriverkeeper.org
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Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Maya K. van Rossum 

the Delaware Riverkeeper 

Delaware Riverkeeper Network 

925 Canal St., Suite 3701 

Bristol, PA 19007 

215-369-1188 

 

 


